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Between January 27, 1945, to October 7", 2023 — A personal story
Dr. Shani Levany — Soroka University Medical Center

shanilevany@gmail.com

My life as a future physician were shaped by the Holocaust, and Medicine during
the Holocaust in particular, from the day I was born. For me, there is no aspect of
Medicine that is not affected in one way or another by the medical experiments my
grandmother Lia alongside her twin sister Judith and their mother Rosie endured in
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

My six years in medical school prepared me to what I encountered on October 7" in
the Soroka hospital’s emergency room only on the technical level. The real readiness
to manage that day’s dilemmas came from the five years I spent studying Medicine
and the Holocaust, and thoroughly examining the virtues and values I find important
to portray in my identity as a physician, an identity in which my personal as well as
the profession’s history during the Holocaust is reflected.

In my lecture I will follow my personal experiences on October 7, and my choices
as a medical authority in Soroka hospital’s emergency room that day. I will discuss
the connecting threads between then and now, and mainly the ways in which
learning about Medicine in the Holocaust shaped my choices.
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Medical ethics in the holocaust: a comparative analysis
Dr. Gilad Picklaro — The department of family medicine, Maccabi health services
Prof. Shmuel reis — Holon institute of technology

giladp89@gmail.com

During the holocaust, physicians, both Jews and Nazis, played a key role in different
historical circumstances. The aim of this presentation is to conduct a historical and
comparative analysis between different medical ethical codes as they came to the
fore during the holocaust.

At the heart of this analysis lies an effort to describe the relationship between a
number of factors: medical ethical codes, the values that inform those codes and the
individuals that bring those codes to life in everyday practice and behavior.

In light of this effort, and while using actual stories of Nazi physicians, we will
analyze Nazi medical ethical codes and trace their development to different cultural
changes that lie in the enlightenment age the during the 18" century and describe
a process of devaluing certain key values in western history that eventually led to
the formation of medical codes that not only allowed the horrors of the holocaust to
happen but encouraged it.

Afterwards we will use the same method of analyzing actual stories of survivor
physicians and righteous among the nations physicians in order to offer a view of
medical ethics that uphold the highest traditions and conduct of the profession and
build on the legacy of those physicians to offer a more complete and integrative
vision of professional identity for present day physicians.
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The day after :An unexpected encounter between Leo Baeck and Carl
Gustav Jung, Zurich, 1946

Dr. Etienne Lepicard — The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, National institute of Ethics

elepicard@gmail.com

Location: Savoy Hotel in Zurich
Time: October 1946

Characters: former President of the Reich Association of Jews in Germany, Leo
Baeck, on the one hand, and, on the other, the famous Swiss analyst, Carl Gustav
Jung

The conflict: Jung’s behaviour in the pre-war period and his personal responsibility
as well as how to build, or not build, the day after a common future at this point of
time in the history of Europe.

In the lecture, the lesser known and the least known of this dramatic encounter
will be presented. In April 1933, Jung had been appointed chairman of the General
Medical Association of Psychotherapy, which was located in Berlin, and published
two articles in 1934 in which he made public statements in tune with what the Nazis
expected. Moreover, he resigned only in 1939. In October 1946, Leo Baeck, who
had just been released from Terezin, initially refused to received Jung before finally
agreeing when the later came by himself to meet him at the hotel.

From the content of that discussion, no protocol was recorded, yet the practical
results are known. The rabbi attended the Eranos’ meeting a year later and
recommended that Gershom Sholem responds positively to Jung's invitation to
participate as well in the following Eranos’ meetings.

The correspondence between Jung and some of his Jewish students has recently
been published, illuminating Jung's behaviour during the gray zone of the 1930° and
the rise of Nazism to power. One of Jung's Jewish students was Erich Neumann,
who immigrated to Israel in 1934 and became one of the founders of the Jungian
Psychoanalysis Institute in Israel.

Recently, a play has been written that reconstructs the two hours conversation
between the analyst and the rabbi. A few minutes of it will be shown during the
lecture.
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Dr. Miklos Nyiszli — the doctor who was O.K.

Simcha Stein — Independent historian and educator, former CEO The Ghetto Fighters
House Museum

simstein48@gmail.com

In March 1946, Dr. Nyiszli's testimony was published in the Hungarian language
entitled “I was the pathologist of Dr. Mengele in the Auschwitz Crematorium” (in
Hebrew “I was Mengele's assistant in Auschwitz”).

Dr. Nyiszli was a Jewish doctor in the field of pathology. In summer 1944, he was
deported, along with the masses of Jews, by train from Transylvania to Auschwitz-
Birkenau. The trains with Jews from Hungary, including Transylvania, were sent
directly to the gas chambers and their bodies were burned in a crematorium. Few
were selected to live. Due to his knowledge of the German language, Dr. Nyiszli
served as a senior assistant to Dr. Mangala in the field of pathology. The laboratory
was in the most difficult place of all — in the Crematorium and Dr. Nyiszli became
part of the Sonderkommando group but his conditions were improved.

His professional role was to dissect corpses intended for research and to prepare
medical reports on the findings which were sent to the scientific research institutions
in Germany.

The book, which was published a few months after the liberation and was one of
the first, served as a testimony of life and death in the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp in
general and of the group of Sonderkommandos in the extermination zone.

From his testimony we can learn about the daily life in the camp. We can feel the
turmoil of Dr. Nyiszli's on the one hand and on the other hand we find professional
descriptions of the field of his work in which he tries to be a doctor at his best and
write accurate reports and for that also his pride.

The publication of the book caused an uproar, especially among Transylvanian
Jewry. The question that was asked was whether Dr. Nyiszli was in fact, and perhaps
against his will, cooperating with Mengele and thus with the research medical
establishment in Germany?

In this lecture, we will try to clarify, at about eighty years later, how Dr. Nyiszli's role
in Auschwitz can be analyzed: Was he a doctor who “was O.K.” or should he have to
take some action, even a symbolic one, that would have sabotaged his findings that
formed the basis of medical research? What would we expect from a doctor in such
situations?



The Lancet Commission on medicine, Nazism and the Holocaust report and
its relevance after Oct 7" and the current war

Prof. Shmuel Reis, Prof. Avi Ohry, Dr. Etienne Lepicard and Dr. Matti Fox

The Commission established in January of 2021 included seven Israeli scholars
and published its detailed and comprehensive report on Nov 8", 2023. The report
includes a summary of the evidence-based historical facts, their implications, and
their translation into educational interventions. Its main recommendation is to make
this knowledge domain required in all health professions education throughout the
entire professional life cycle. In addition, it recommends building an online resource
center, an international society to oversee its dissemination and implementation,
drafting a specific charter for Human Rights and Medicine, and more. Prof. Avi
Ohry, Dr. Etienne Lepicard and Dr. Matti Fox will present the highlights of the
report. Prof. Shmuel Reis will moderate and address the current events as relevant
from the report’s perspective. Published in the same issue of the Lancet together
with the report, was a special comment section, signed by nineteen of the twenty
commissionaires which denounced the Hamas crimes, called for bringing them to
justice, supported Israel’s right to defend itself and expressed sorrow and compassion
for the suffering of all uninvolved civilians. Another article in the same issue by the
Commission’s Student Advisory Council expounds on why the domain needs to be
required learning and ties it to the current events as well. In addition, an appendix
with additional case studies (45) in the whole report), exemplary syllabi (18) and a
detailed road map on how to plan and implement educational interventions in the
domain, is offered to readers.

As the Iron Swords war is still ongoing, and antisemitism and related hate crimes
exponentially increase, it becomes clearer that the report is timely and needed. As
the extent of Hamas crimes which include medical crimes, abduction and murder of
hostages, gender-based violence, using their own citizens as human shields, using
healthcare facilities and personnel for terror purposes and indiscriminate rocketing
of civilians and healthcare facilities, it is becoming clearer that these can be defined
as crimes against humanity with genocidal intent. The call for condemnation and
resolve to make perpetrators accountable for these crimes has become more morally
clear than ever.

Besides the presenters the following Israeli scholars participated in the Commission’s
work: Dr. Miriam Offer, Dr. Tessa Chelouche, Dr. Amir Teicher and Shani Levany.

IX



Confronting the Typhoid plagues and its consequences on prisoners in
camp/ghetto Theresienstadt 1942-1945

Dr. Margalit Shlain — Beit Theresienstadt, Givat Haim Thud

margalit.shlain@gmail.com

Around 160,000 jews were sent to Theresienstadt ghetto (Terezin in Czech), over the
period of 3.5 years (November 1941 — May 1945), most of them from Central Europe.
The first jews that were deported to Theresienstadt were the Jews of the Protectorate
of Bohemia and Moravia (Czech Republic). Theresienstadt was presented to them as
an alleged “Jewish town” but in fact was a concentration and transit camp. They were
of all age groups of the population, a minority of them were old and in good physical
condition.

The situation was different for the Jews of Germany and Austria, who started to
be sent to Theresienstadt in June 1942, most of them elders over 65 years old, who
had already suffered from considerable malnutrition for a long time and were sick
with various diseases, including typhus, and were also in a state of nursing. At the
time of their arrival, the living options were very limited, and they lived densely in
basements and attics, sometimes on straw placed on the concrete floors and in poor
hygienic conditions. The amount of nutrition in the camp was graded according to
work output. The old men who were no longer able to work received the smallest
amount of food and died in masses from hunger and disease.

From April 20" to May 6™, 1945, deliveries of concentration camps evacuees arrived
in Theresienstadt, with around 13,000 people, who brought with them typhoid fever.

Three major outbreaks of typhus had occurred at Theresienstadt camp/ghetto,
during half of 1942, and in January and February of 1943, which led to typhoid fever
outbreak, and typhoid outbreak since the end of April 1945.

The lecture will examine the various causes of typhoid outbreaks:

— The way the Jewish leadership in Theresienstadt and especially the members of
the medical staff, confronted the disease in attempts to control and eradicate it.

— The vaccination policy and its effects.

— The German policy for eradicating the typhoid at the camp during the first two
outbreaks, and the possibility to response it by the Jewish leadership.

— The reason for the different treatment at the 3 outbreak — of the typhoid fever
disease, the lack of a German response, and the consequences on prisoners in
Theresienstadt.
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‘Hygiene institute der Waffen SS Auschwitz’, the German Nazi institute for
Infectious disease experiments during WWII

Dr. Hanna Rosenbaum — Hematology and Gaucher clinic, the center for consultant
medicine, Clalit Health services Nazareth

Dr. Zufit Hexner Erlichman — Pediatric clinic, Clalit Health services, Bar-Ilan
University Azrieli faculty of medicine, Safed

Hanaro5@clalit.org.il roseerlich@gmail.com

Our parents (grandparents) were holocaust survivors from concentration camps
affiliated to Auschwitz-Birkenau and Gross-Rosen. My mother (grandmother)
was hospitalized in the camps “hospital” (revier) because of Typhoid fever. My
father testified he was infected using a “Jaundice injection” .These testimonies led
us to look for documentations regarding infectious disease in the above mentioned
concentration camps. In the Arolsen Archives, the international center on Nazi
persecution, in Bad Arolsen Germany, I detected documents and data regarding
experiments performed by Nazi doctors infecting prisoners by infections. A
document issued by the hygiene institute in Auschwitz showed results of urine
stool and blood tests for Typhoid with my mother's name and prisoner number
dated 8.12.44. A second form documented my mother's relative being infected by
Plasmodium Malaria which was the cause of his death. He was also listed among
other Jewish Prisoners who were infected by Malaria. My father was infected, most
probably, by hepatitis in the Buchenwald concentration camp. In Buchenwald special
buildings were dedicated for the “Department for Typhus and Virus Research” of the
Waffen SS Hygiene Institute. Experiments were related to typhus, gas gangrene, and
vaccines against typhus, smallpox, diphtheria, and yellow fever. The experiments
conducted at Buchenwald on 1,200 prisoners included those of pharmaceutical
companies including IG Farben, which was a German chemical and pharmaceutical
conglomerate from a merge of six companies: Agfa, Bayer, BASF, Chemische Fabrik
Griesheim-Elektron, Hoechst and Weiler-ter-Meer. Claus Schilling, Karl Brant
and Joachim Mrugowsky Nazi physicians coordinated human experimentation on
Typhus, hepatitis and malaria in Dachau, Sachsenhausen and Auschwitz-Birkenau,
respectively and were convicted and sentenced to death during the Doctors trials in
Nuremberg.
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Dr. Jacob Rosenfeld

Yitshal Berner — Retired head of Geriatric Medicine, Meir Medical
Center, Retired Professor, Tel Aviv University Medical School

ynberner@gmail.com

The medicine in the holocaust includes the active participation of doctors in the
combat against the Third Reich, Japan, and Italy. Dr. Jacob Rosenfeld (1903-1952) is
one of the important fighting doctors whose name has been forgotten.

Dr. Rosenfeld was born in Lebib, then in the Austro-Hungarian Empire (now
Ukraine), in a Jewish rich family. As a child, his family moved to a village in
Austria. After graduating high school, he went to the famous Medical School of the
University of Vienna. He finished his medical studies and specialization in urologic
and gynecologic surgery and opened in the year 1934 a private clinic in the Neustadt
borough of Vienna with his sister who was a general practitioner.

Dr. Rosenfeld was active in the cultural and social life and was an active member of
the Social Democratic Party. After the Anschluss (the annexation of Austria to the
Third Reich), he was arrested with his friends as political prisoners for almost a year
in Dachau. He was liberated with the condition to leave the Reich within three days.
He left for Shanghai, and there he opened a successful private clinic.

In the year 1941, he joined the army of Mao Tso Dong. He treated the wounded
soldiers, developed the standards of treatment for the army, taught doctors and
medical staff, assisted the wounded civilians, and ran many deliveries successfully.
He gained the credit of the soldiers, commanders, and civilians. Mao decided to
promote him as the first surgeon general of his army.

At the end of the Second World War and the victory over the Japanese and the
Reich, he continued with Mao's army in the civil war. In the declaration of the China
People's Republic in 1949, Dr. Rosenfeld was the only non-Chinese person on the
balcony at the entrance to the Forbidden City of Beijing. Then he went to Vienna
searching for his lost family, whom he did not find. He could not return to China
because of political struggles within the Chinese Communist Party, the United
States did not want him so he went to live with his bother at Holon.

Dr. Rosenfeld worked for two years as a house officer at the ‘Assuta’ Hospital in Tel
Aviv. In April 1952 he passed away from a heart attack, at 49 years old. He is buried
in the Kiryat Shaul cemetery.

For years the Chinese Embassy in Tel Aviv has been leading a ceremony every year
at his grave, and every Chinese official visiting The State of Israel pilgrimages his
grave. In China, a medical center and medical school carry his name. A TV series
and a film bring his story. In Vienna, a children's park carries his name.

His great contribution as a doctor in the war against Germany and Japan and the
establishment of the Chinese People's Republic, as the establisher and the first
surgeon general of the medical corps, has to be remembered in Israel, not only in the
book of Jewish combatants in the allied armies but also in other ways. This is the aim
of this presentation at the 24" Naharya Conference on Medicine and the Holocaust.
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From the Nuremberg Trials to the Eichmann Trial: the psychiatric aspects
Prof. Avi Ohry — Reuth Rehabilitation Hospital and Tel Aviv University

aohry@hotmail.com

I'd like to describe the background of the pre-trials psychiatric examinations of
the Nazi leaders, both in Nuremberg, Germany and the Eichmann trial, in Israel.
In Nuremberg, the first American psychiatrist was Douglas McGlashan Kelley,
with outstanding life story, who later was replaced by Dr. Leon Goldensohn.'
In Israel, the doctor who was part of the team who kidnapped A. Eichmann in
Argentina, was Dr. Yona Elian. He was the director of the anesthesiology service
at Tel Hashomer hospital. The head of Tel Hashomer's psychiatric ward was Dr.
Shlomo Istvan Kulcsar (1901-1986). He met Eichmann a few times and examined
him psychiatrically: “Eichmann is characterized by insatiable murderous
impulses, insufficient defenses of the ego, lack of empathy and identification,
depersonalisation, alienation and a bureaucratic administration of murder.”?

Two other Israeli physicians met Eichmann in his jail: Prof. Peter Silfen, the head of
the psychiatric services of the Israeli Prisons' system, and an internist, a Holocaust
survivor, Dr. Eugen Zwi Wohlstein.

The lecture is devoted to the memory of my mentor, the psychiatrist Prof. Yehuda
Fried.?

1 A.Ohry, “The Mentor and the Pupil who contributed to the history of shell-shock
and battle fatigue: Alfred H.S. Korzybski, Ph.D., (1879 — 1950) and Douglas
McGlashan Kelley, M.D. (1912 — 1958)’, Isr J Psychiat, 2021; 58 (No 3), pp. 37-38.

2 SI. Kulcsar, ‘De Sade and Eichmann’, Ment Health Soc. 1976;3(1-2), pp. 102-13.

3 Y. Fried, ‘The validity of knowledge and medical ethics: historical connections
from Hippocrates to Auschwitz and thereafter’, Harefuah, 1991;120(11), pp. 682-4.
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